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Buildings at 14 Franciszkańska Street and 24 Fosa Staromiejska Street 
in Toruń in the light of architectural research and source queries

Introduction

The article presents results of architectural research 
carried out at a basement level of a tenement house at 14 
FranciszkańskaStreetand24FosaStaromiejskaStreetin
Toruń.Theresearchwasalsosupplementedwithsource
studies concerning both the cellars and the above-ground 
parts.Currently,onthisplot there isabig tenementho-
use,whichwasbuiltin1906(Figs.1,2).However,dueto
specificdevelopmentofthecityofToruń,itwasexpected
that itmight have covered earlier relics. Therefore, the
aim of our architectural researchwas to gain knowled-
ge of the subsequent construction stages taking place on 
the plots from the medieval times to the beginning of the 
20thcentury.Itwassignificanttoestablishthepresenceof
the oldest historic substance from the medieval period and 
the point in timewhere twoopposite plots becameone
unitintermsofthefunctionalandspatiallayout.

Thereasonforconductingtheresearchwasthefactthat
both – the plots of land mentioned herein and the buildings 
–havenotbeenstudiedorthoroughlyanalyzedinterms
ofchronologyandconstructionchanges,evenonthebasis
ofsourcematerials.Thelocationoftheplots–bythecity
wall(currentlyoutlinedonlyonthepavementofFosaSta-
romiejskaStr.)seemedinterestingduetocertainfreede-
velopment resulting from the economic conditions of this 
areaofthecity.Moreover,asasidetopicoftheresearch,
aquestionarosewhetherthedecisionmadebythecityau-
thoritiesattheendofthe19thcenturytodemolishthecity
wallsandopen thecity towards thedevelopingsuburbs
hadany impacton themodificationsof theplots.Thus,
theaimof the researchwas todetermineconstructional
stagesonbothplots.Difficultiesandlimitationsresulting
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Fig.1.Toruń,24FosaStaromiejskaStreet–northernfaçade 
(photobyJ.Kucharzewska,2022)

Il.1.Toruń,ul.FosaStaromiejska24–widoknaelewacjępółnocną
(fot.J.Kucharzewska,2022)
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from the fact that thesewerebasements thatwereavai-
lableforarchitecturalresearchwerenaturallytakeninto
consideration.However,afterperformingthepreliminary
archivalquery,itwasdecidedthatitwasworthtakingthe
risk,evenifthefieldofinsituresearchislimitedtoone
storeysinceinformationaboutgroundstoreychangeswas
quitemeticulouslynotedbythePrussianadministrationin
the19thcentury.

State of research and methodology

The abovementioned objects have not received any
scientificstudysofar.Thebasisforestablishingchanges
inbuildingswasarchitecturalinsituresearch[1]andar-
chivalwritten,iconographicandcartographicrecordscol-
lectedintheStateArchivesinToruń.Theseweremainly
two volumes constructionfiles [2], [3] and one volume
landrecords[4]fromthe late18thcentury to1945.The
researchmethodsandtechniqueswereselectedduringthe
fieldresearchandalso in thecourseofwritingthisarti-
cle,whichallowedfortheanalysisanddeterminationof
conclusions.Theselectionofmethodswasdeterminedby
aninterdisciplinaryapproachtotheproblem,whichcom-
binesthehumanities(history,arthistory,historicstudies
and conservation), technical science (materials science)
andart(conservationofworksofart).Thestartingpoint

forwritingthisarticlewas themethodofanalyzingand
criticizing literature sources. Valuable information was
obtainedfromthestudiesofthehistorians:KrzysztofMi-
kulski [5],StanisławBobiński [6],Tomasz Jasiński [7],
[8] and Janusz Tandecki [9]. They made it possible to
createahistoricalandurbanbackgroundaswellaspres-
enttheroleandfunctionofwalledplotsincludedinthe
city at certain stages of its development.Historical and
interpretative method allowed for the proper collection
and analysis of the above mentioned source material,
whichwasparticularly important due to the inability to
conductarchitecturalresearchontheupperstoreyofthe
tenementhouse.Thisknowledgewasthestartingpointfor
fieldresearchwithinthebasement;technicalandmaterial
studies,duringwhichtherewereanalyzedtypesofbricks
and joints, pattern of themes and their disturbances, all
kindsofbrickwork,cracks,seams,theconditionofindi-
vidual brick and stone fragments, etc.The result of the
theseworksisthisarticletogetherwithillustrativemateri-
althatallowsustoauthenticatetheresearchconclusions,
presented as the history of the development of plots in
chronologicalterms.

Historical and urban background

TheplotlimitedbyFranciszkańskaandFosaStaromiej-
skaStreetsislocatedinthenorthernpartoftheOldTown
ofToruń,withinatriangularblockofbuildings,theshape
ofwhichwasdeterminedbythenorth-easternsectionof
thecitywalls(Fig.3).ThefirsturbanstructureofToruń
– with city rights granted in 12331 and translocated in 
1236–didnot yet comprise the above-mentioned frag-
ment2.Itwasincludedintheurbanstructureonlyatthe
stageofcityexpansion[10,pp.47–84],whichtookplace
after1252[5].Itisassumedthattheprocessofthisenlar-
gementcouldnotexceed1259,whenGerhardvonHirz-
berg,thePrussianvice-master,consentedtotheerection
ofamarkethouse(domusforensis)onthemarketsquare
whichhadjustbeenmarkedout[5,p.152].Probablyat
the same time the northern block near the market square 
wasdividedintolongplotsreachinguptothelineofFran-
ciszkańskaStreet.Thisarrangementallowedtheowners
to diversify the functions of the buildings – residential
buildingswereerectedfromtherepresentativesideofthe
MarketSquare,whileat theotherendof theplot, there
wereutilityandstoragebuildings.This typeofdivision
determined the economic character of the entire Fran-
ciszkańska Street, which obtained its final shape after
itwas freed for the development of the northern block,
reaching the route runningalong thedefensivewalls. It
became possible after removing the wooden and earth
fortificationsthattemporarilyprotectedtheinteriorofthe
enlargedcityfromthenorth[6,pp.67–73]andthecon-

1 According to German researcher, the document was issued in
December1232[10].

2 Thefirstmerchantsettlementstartedaround1231intheareaof
avillagenowcalledStaryToruńandlocatedabout10kmeastofthecity.
Onlyitstransferin1236totheareaoftoday’sOldTowncanberegarded
asthebeginningoftheformationoftheproperurbanlayout.

Fig.2.Toruń,14FranciszkańskaStreet 
–southernfaçade 

(photobyJ.Kucharzewska,2022)

Il.2.Toruń,ul.Franciszkańska14 
–widoknaelewacjępołudniową 
(fot.J.Kucharzewska,2022)
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structionofthefirstpermanentcircuitofbrickcitywalls
inaround1262[7].

Eventually,theprocessofshapingtheurbanspacetook
placebeforetheendofthe13thcentury,andthisisthepe-
riodwhenthefirstbuildingswereimplementedinthearea
inquestion–i.e.withintheblockbetweenFranciszkańska
StreetandFosaStaromiejskaStreet.Byanalogywithoth-
erstreets,itcanbeassumedthatthefirstbuildingswere
madeofwood,andtheconstructionofbrickbuildingsbe-
ganonlyaftertheendofthesocio-economiccrisislasting
almost the entire 1st half of the 14thcentury[9,p.184].

Thenameof today’sFranciszkańskaStreet (German: 
Beckergasse,English:BakerStreet)suggeststhatbakers
usedtosettlethere[5,p.323].Productionprobablytook
place here aswell, until the bakerieswere forbidden to
operatewithin thecitywalls.Thebakery industry is in-
directly related to thehorsemill erected in1411on the
western edge of the northern block, separated from the
restoftheblockbyanarrowstreetrunningfromthetrack
bythewalls,alongtheFranciscanmonasteryplot,upto
theMarketSquare[8,p.40].Thesouthernsectionofthis
streetwastransformedintoherringbenchesbefore1435,
liquidatedandbuilt-upin1594byGeorgMarx[5,p.36].
In the 15th century, at Beckergasse (currently Francisz-
kańskaStr.),thereweresevenfull-valueplots,foursheds,
twomalthouses,aswellastheaforementionedhorsemill
andawayoutfromherringbenches[5,p.323].Thechar-
acterofthestreetwaswell-establishedanddidnotchange
significantlyinthemodernperiod.AccordingtoMikulski,
inthe17thcenturytherewereonlythreeresidentialhouses
at thestreet.Theremainingplotswereoccupiedbyone
shed, four crossings, fivemalt houses, one granary and
ahorsemill.Inthe18thcentury,thebuildingsonthestreet
wereenrichedwithonlyonetenementhouse[5].

Thereisverylittleinformationaboutthecharacterofthe
buildingsattoday’sFosaStaromiejskaStreet,whichinthe
14thcenturyhadanamereferringtothepointedarticulation
ofthegroundfloorofthedefensivewalls–Census	de	Swe-
bogen[8,p.38].Similarlytootherwalledstreets,itshould
beassumedthatutilityandstoragebuildingsdominatedhere
andthatcharacterwasmaintaineduntilthe19thcentury.

Detailed informationon thestagesofdevelopmentof
the plot at 14 Franciszkańska Street and 24Fosa Staro-
miejskaStreetresultedfromthearchitecturalresearchcar-
riedoutwithinthecellars.Unfortunately,itwasnotpos-
sibletocontinuetheresearchontheabove-groundfloors
duetothepermanentresidenceofthetenantsandthevery
goodconditionoftheroomsafterrenovationworks.How-
ever, informationonthestateof thecurrentover-ground
constructionwasobtainedfromsourcematerials(written
and iconographic). Itwasan important supplement to in
situresearch,especiallyinthefieldofchangestakingplace
inthe19thandearly20thcentury.

Medieval period

Thefirst inspection of the basementwalls confirmed
thepresenceofmedievalrelics,butwithaclearquanti-
tative differentiation in individual parts of the rooms
(markedinredinFig.4).MostoftheGothicwallswere

noticeableinthesouthernpart(i.e.fromthesideofFran-
ciszkańskaStreet), theywere fragmentarily observed in
thenorthernpart(i.e.fromFosaStaromiejskaStreet)and
almostnonexistent in the centralpart.Therefore,first it
isworthdiscussingtheresultsoftheresearchconducted
in the southern part (fromFranciszkańska Street).Here
theWendishbrickworkwasfoundontheperimeterwalls
andonthecentrallongitudinalwall(Fig.4.1)separating
tworooms–easternandwestern.Itshomogeneousstruc-
ture(withpassagesre-hammeredinthelaterperiod)sug-
geststheexistenceoftwoindependentbuildingserected
onrectangularprojectionsinthefirstconstructionstage.
Duetothelackoftracesoftheoutworkedholes,itshould
beassumedthatthesepartswerenotcommunicatedwith
eachother.Theelementsofthestructurethatsurviveinthe
perimeterwallsalsosuggestthatbothpartshadseparate
architecturalforms.Inthefirstphase,datingbacktothe
mid-14thcentury,thebasementroomsweresingle-space,
withtheeasternperimeterwalloftheeasternpartadded
tothealreadyexistingwalloftheneighboringplot,built
offieldstones(Fig.4.2).

The western room was connected to the street level
byacellarcorridorwithahighopening, locatedon the
westernedgeof the southernwall (Fig.4.3).Thecorri-
dorplayeditsroleuntilthemid-19thcentury,whenawide
doorwaywasintroducedonitsaxis,onthegroundfloor.It
wasfunctionallyadaptedtothegranary,whoseconstruc-
tionwastheninprogress(1856).Thenthecellarcorridor
wasbrickedup.Intheeasternpart–duetothe19th cen-
turyreconstructions–norelicswerefoundthatcouldbe
clearlyinterpretedasananalogouselement.

Inthewesternpart,alongthewesternperimeterwall,
arecesswasdeveloped,whichintheearlymodernperiod
receivedanewclosureconnectedwiththevault(Fig.4.4).
In1856–duringtheconstructionofthe19th-centurygra-
nary–therecesswaswalledup,andwhenthetenement
housewas erected (1906), a transversewallwasplaced
perpendicularlyinthisplace(Fig.5a).

Fig.3.ContemporaryplanofToruńwiththe14FranciszkańskaStreet/
24FosaStaromiejskaStreetbuildingmarked 

(source:https://geoportal360.pl)

Il.3.WspółczesnamapaToruniazzaznaczonąkamienicą 
przyul.Franciszkańskiej14/FosaStaromiejska24 

(źródło:https://geoportal360.pl)
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There is no indication that the front buildings at the 
basementlevelwereconnectedtothebackyardbuildings.
Thestonewallexposedinthepresentcorridorhasanir-
regular,curvilinearface,whichindicatesthatitistheout-
ersideoftheneighboringwall(Fig.4.2).

Thestructureoftheperimeterwallsbelowthepresent 
tenementhousefromthesideofFosaStaromiejskaStreet 
suggeststhatinthefirststageofdevelopment,theseparts
didnothaveabasementatall.Largestonesandboulders
usedtobuildtheperimeterofthewallsinsomeplacesare
onlypresentintheupperzoneofthewalls.Thelowerpart
intheseplacesismadeofmedievalbrickwitharegular
layout and supports a slightly overhung stone part.The
stonefaceisveryirregular,andthepersistenttetheringof
thenorth-westcornerconsistsofrandomlylayeredboul-
dersofvarioussizesanddepths(Fig.4.10).Allthisproves
thatthestonepartswereoriginallyonlyfoundations,and
didnotcreatetheperimeterwallsofthebasement.Their-
regularity,randomnessofthelayoutandthedimensionsof
the building material make it possible to assume that this 
partwasfoundedbyfillingtheearthditcheswithstones
thrown fromaboveandfloodedwithmortar.Above the
stonepart,abrickoffsetwasbuilttosupporttheground
floorandnotsomuchthebasementceiling.

Itwasonlyduringthenextstagethatthebasementwas
addedtothebuildingsbyremovingthesoiltoanappro-
priatedepth,exceedingtherangeofthestonefoundation,
which required supporting the existing elements with
brick underpinnings (Fig. 4.11). Full recognition of the

Duringthearchitecturalresearch,anattemptwasmade
to find original articulation of the walls in the eastern
basement.However, no seam thatmight have indicated
thatwasfound.Therecessespresentontheeasternwall
were built secondarily (Fig. 4.5). The arches that close
them are based on the posts separated from the face of the 
Wendishwallbyadistinctvertical seam,and theedges
oftheWendishpartshowsignsofhammering.Thestone
base of the recesses highlights the structure of the neigh-
boringfoundationwall.

Ontheeasternwallinquestion,justbehindtherecessin
thepresentbackbay,thereisatraceofatetheringbetween
thetransversewall(Fig.4.6).Thismayindicatethatthere
wasa shallowbackpassage in theeasternbuilding,but
thishypothesisishinderedbythelackofasimilartrace
on the opposite side,where the passagewashammered
andthenwalledup(Fig.4.7).Anotherhypothesisassumes
thatitcouldhavebeenawallofasmallroom(hypocaus-
tum?),butagain, this thesiscannotbeconfirmeddue to
thedemolitionofthebackwallintheeasternsectionofthe
tenementhouse.Onlyarchaeological researchcanprove
eitherofthesetwohypotheses.

The depth of the medieval frontage buildings at Fran-
ciszkańskaStreet ismarkedby a relic of the transverse
wall,whichisthebasisoftherearfaçadesandhasbeen
preserved in the western basement, at a slight distance
fromthepresentwalloftherearfaçade(Fig.4.8).Onthe
lineoftherelic,alongtheeasternstonewall,thereisalso
atraceofafaçadewalltethering(Fig.4.9).

Fig.4.Toruń,14FranciszkańskaStreet/24FosaStaromiejskaStreet.Chronologicalstratificationofcellars(elaboratedbyJ.Kucharzewska,2022)

Il.4.Toruń,ul.Franciszkańska14/FosaStaromiejska24.Rozwarstwieniachronologicznepiwnic(oprac.J.Kucharzewska,2022)
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buildingsat14FranciszkańskaStreet/24FosaStaromiej-
skaStreetdatebacktotheyear1703,whentheplotwas
ownedbybrewerJohannFriedrichLanghammers,andin
itssouthernend therewasamalthouse[11].At theend
ofthe18thcentury,onlyagranaryismentioned.Welearn
slightlymoreabout thebuildingson theplot inquestion
from theSpecialTax from theyears1807–1815, i.e. the
times of theNapoleonic campaign. In the year 1807, as
aresultoftheexplosionofgunpowderstoredonthebar-
geandthepieroftheVistulariverbank,causedbyFrench
soldiersresidinginthecity,manyToruńtenementhouses
weredamaged.Furtherdestructiontookplaceduringthe
retreatoftheNapoleonicarmy.Paradoxically,thematerial
lossesincurredbythecity,meticulouslynotedintheSpe-
cialTax,aretodayanexcellentsourceofknowledgeabout
theconditionofbuildingsfromthebeginningofthe19th 
century.According to the aforementionedTaxRecords,
damagealsotookplaceonpropertyno.314(Franciszkań-
ska14/FosaStaromiejska24),whichat that timebelon-
gedtogingerbreadmakerJohannF.Wentscher[4].Both
the2-storeybrickgranaryonthesideofFranciszkańska

constructiontechniqueandthevalidityoftheabove-men-
tionedhypothesisishardtoachieveduetocurrentraising
ofthebasementfloorlevelcoveringthelowerpartsofthe
medievalwalls.

The depth of the buildings in this part of the plot is 
determinedbytheinteriorofthedemolishedstonewall,
which formed the basis of the earlier rear façades. It is
exposedontheeasternandwesternperimeterwallsofthe
presentback track (Fig.4.12). It seems that alsoon the
sideofFosaStaromiejskaStreettherewasadivisioninto
two independent, unconnected eastern andwestern cel-
lars,inaccordancewiththemedievalparceling(Fig.5b).

Theaforementionedresearchshowsthat in themedi-
eval times two independentcellarsfirstappearedon the
sideofFranciszkańskaStreet.Ifthereexistedsomeother
buildingsontheplots,theydidnothaveanybasements.
Itwasonlyinthesecondmedievalstagethatabasement
wasmadefromthesideofFosaStaromiejskaStreet.The
centralpart–probablythecourtyard–hadnobasement.

Modern period

Intheearlymodernperiod(ingreeninFig.4)theplots
weremergedwhichwasassociatedwiththetransformation
ofthecellarsandprobablywiththechangeofthebuilding
layoutoftheabove-groundparts.Cellarsfromthesideof
FranciszkańskaStreetwerecoveredwithtwoparallelbarrel
vaults.Theseparts,whichhadbeenisolateduntilthen,were
connectedbyintroducingaforginginthelongitudinalwall,
madeinthepresentbackpassagebyremovingthebottom
oftheexistingrecessandwideningitslight(Fig.4.7).This
changewascarriedoutsimultaneouslywiththeconstruction
of thevaults,asevidencedby thevault lunettedeveloped
abovetheopening,adjustedtothewidthoftheforging.

Atthesametime,abasementwasimplementedinthe
central-westernpart (Fig.4.13),abovewhichasideout-
buildingwaserected,whichsurviveduntil1856.Thenew
basementwascoveredwithabarrelvaultbasedonlonger
sidewalls,thewesternofwhichhasentirelysurviveduntil
now(Fig.4.14).Theeasternonehassurvivedonlyfrag-
mentarilyasasectionsupporting thevault in thecentral
partofthebasement(Fig.4.15),thefoundation(Fig.4.16)
andapostwhosefrontisexposedinthefaceofthewall
from1906(Fig.4.17).

Byintroducingasideoutbuilding,thebuildingslocat-
edontwooppositeedgesoftheplotwereconnectedwith
eachother.At thebasement level, the stonewall of the
rear façade of the building at Fosa Staromiejska Street
waspartiallydismantled.Thisisevidencedbythefounda-
tionofthelowerpartofthedemolishedstonewallwhich
presentscertainmodernfeatures(Fig.4.18).

Thearchitecturalresearchofthecellarsshowsthatinthe
earlymodernperiod,narrowadjacentplotsweremerged,
andalsoconnectedbyanoutbuildingfromthesideofFran-
ciszkańskaStreetandFosaStaromiejskaStreet(Fig.5c).

Years 1700–1856

Theearliestarchivalconstructiondatathatwecurrently
haveatourdisposal,concerningtheexaminedcomplexof

reconstruction of the cellar layout in the Gothic 
first phase

second phase 

third phase 

reconstruction of the cellar layout in the Gothic 

reconstruction of the cellar layout in modern period 

Fig.5.Toruń,14FranciszkańskaStreet/24FosaStaromiejskaStreet. 
ReconstructionofthecellarlayoutintheGothicandmodernperiods

(elaboratedbyJ.Kucharzewska,2022)

Il.5.Toruń,ul.Franciszkańska14/FosaStaromiejska24.
Rekonstrukcjaukładupiwnicwokresiegotyckiminowożytnym

(oprac.J.Kucharzewska,2022)
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Theexistenceof thisnewcellar corridorof thegranary
isconfirmedbythepreserveddesigns–boththeground
floorplanwithvisible stairsand theviewof the façade
withaschematicallydrawncasingoftheentrancetothe
basement.Thebuildingwascompletely subordinated to
thefunctionofawarehouse.Onthegroundfloor,onthe
westside, therewasapassage,andstairsconnectingall
floorswerelocatedparalleltotheshorterfaçades.Thus,
theentireusableareaoneachfloorwaspreparedforthe
storageofvarioustypesofmaterials.

FormerchantLeiser, itwasoneofmanyinvestments
inToruń.In1887,thegranarywastakenoverbyabranch
oftheWeimarBankinBerlin,probablyasaresultofan
unpaidmortgage.

Granary modifications (1897)

In1896,theindebtedproperty,mortgagedintheamount 
of Mk 11,500, was purchased by another well-known
merchantSimonSilberstein–aproducerofvinegarand
mustard. A year later (1897) he started to change the
groundfloorand the façadeon thesideofFranciszkań-
skaStreet.On thegroundfloor,aworkshopandashop
wereseparatedwithwoodenwalls.Heresignedfromthe
passageonthegroundfloorandintroducedadoorwayto
the shop aswell as twowindows in this very place. In
turn,hewidenedtheexistingdoorandtransformeditinto
agate.Hechanged the locationof thestairsbymoving
themtotheeasternwall.Thischangewasconfirmedby
architectural research at the basement level.Due to the
constructionofthestairs,afragmentoftheearlymodern
vaultwasdemolished, and thereaflatvaultwas imple-
mentedabove.Theeasternperimeterwall,whichwasthe
baseofthevault,waspartlyrebuiltafterthemantleofthe
earlymodernvaultwasdemolished(Fig.4.21). In1899,
abrickchimneydesignbyL.Bocktobuildwasagreedin
connectionwiththeplacementofamustardgrindinggas
engineintheattic[12,p.12].

The appearance of the granary in 1897 is quitewell
known as there exist photographs showing the former
Grabenstrasse(currentlyFosaStaromiejskaStreet)incon-
nectionwith documentingmedieval sections of the city
wallswith towers,whichwere gradually demolished in
accordancewiththeconceptofopeningthecitytowards
the suburbs and development of the areas of the former 
modernembankments.Thisprocessiswellillustratedby
aphotographfromaround1904.Inthephotowecansee
theconstructionworkattheMunicipalTheatre.Thegra-
naryatGrabenstrassewascapturedinthepicturebeforeit
wasconvertedintoatenementhouse(Fig.7).

Construction of tenement houses (1906)

In1906,buildingentrepreneurRobertThoberbecame
thenewownerofthegranary.InMarch1906,therewas
an application submitted for a permit to convert the gra-
nary into two tenementhouses ina simplifiedArtNou-
veaustylewithaninneryardandacommonstaircase[3,
pp.58–64].Thefaçadesofthetenementhousespresent-
edinthedesignswere4-axialand5-storeyhigh(Fig.8).

Street(German:Klosterstrasse),aswellasatimberframe
coachhousewithbrickfillinglocatedonthesideofthe
FosaStaromiejskaStreet (German:Grabenstrasse)were
burntdown.Theburntareawascleanedup,andthelosses
wereestimatedat214Prussianthalers.

Thedatafrom1818makeitpossibletoconcludethat
fromthesideofFranciszkańskaStreet,agranarywaserec-
tedagain–halfmadeofbrick (perhaps theoldgranary
waspartiallypreserved).Anoutbuildingadjoinedit.From
thesideofthewalls,i.e.atthebackoftheplot,therewas
anothersmallergranary.Withintheplottherewasanun-
developedyardandanexittothestreet.OnJuly14,1856,
thegingerbreadmakerJuliusWentschersoldtheproperty
withthemortgagenumberAltstadtThornNo.314tomer-
chantNathanLeiser.

Construction of a 19th-century granary (1856)

The new owner, Nathan Leiser, immediately started
– as stated in the documents – the reconstruction (Ger-
man:Umbau)ofthegranary[3].Infact,thechangeswere
thoroughandtheyconcernedtheentirelengthoftheplot
fromFranciszkańskaStreet toFosaStaromiejska Street.
Such a large investment testified to the wealth of the
owner.The census carried out in 1856, i.e. in the same
yearwhenthegranarywasbuilt,included131namesof
therichestinhabitantsofToruń,whoseannualincomeex-
ceededonethousandthalers.NathanLeiserwasalsoon
thislistwithanincomeof2,500thalers[12,p.287].Itis
worthstatingthatatthattimetenementhousesintheOld
Townreachedpricesof2,500to4,000thalers[12,p.387].
In1864,NathanLeiserwaselectedChairmanoftheToruń
Jewishcommunity.

GranaryatFranciszkańskaStreetwasbuiltonatrape-
zoidal plan, narrowing towards the north, and had five
floors (Fig.6).Theperimeterwallsweremadeofbrick
andbasedonthesolidperimeterwallsofthecellars.The
beamceilings,arrangedparalleltothefaçade,weresup-
ported by a girder running in themiddle, supported by
5postswithbrackets.Thisarrangementwasrepeatedon
eachfloor.Fromthepointofviewoftheconstructionof
thenewfacility,itwasimportanttopreservethelongitu-
dinalwallrunninginthemiddleofthebasement–both
its medieval section (Fig. 4.1) and its modern section
(Fig.4.15–4.17).Itwasherewherethebasesoftheframe
structurepillarsoftheabove-groundstoreywereplaced.
Perhapsitwasbecauseofthereinforcementofthestruc-
turalwallof thebasement that themoderncommunica-
tionopeningwasbrickedup(Fig.4.7)andreplacedwith
amuchsmalleroneinthefrontpassage(Fig.4.19).Itwas
introducedbyforgingtheWendishwallandabitsmaller
onetheintradosofthevaultfromthewest.Inthefaçade
wallfromFranciszkańskaStreet,theopeningsweretrans-
formed.The cellar corridor in thewestern partwas re-
moved(Fig.4.3)andreplacedwithanenlargedopening
atthesouth-westerncornerintheeasternpart(Fig.4.20).
The enlargement of the opening forced the partial demo-
litionofapartoftheearlymodernvaultandtheintroduc-
tionofamuchhigher,relativelyflatarchrestingonagirt
perpendiculartothefaçade(Fig.4–bluedashedlines).
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Fig.6.Toruń,14FranciszkańskaStreet/24FosaStaromiejskaStreet.Granarydesignfrom1856: 
a)planofthegroundfloor,b)planoftheupperfloorsandattic, 

c)longitudinalsection(source:StateArchivesinToruń,FilesoftheCityofToruń,sign.G742,k.1)

Il.6.Toruń,ul.Franciszkańska14/FosaStaromiejska24.Projektspichlerzaz1856r.: 
a)rzutparteru,b)rzutwyższychkondygnacjiipoddasza, 

c)przekrójpodłużny(źródło:ArchiwumPaństwowewToruniu,AktamiastaTorunia,sygn.G742,k.1)

a b
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Fig.7.Archivalphotographfromaround1904presentingworks 
ontheconstructionoftheMunicipalTheatre. 

Inthebackgroundagranaryat24FosaStaromiejskaStreet 
before conversion into a tenement house  

(source:StateCopernicanLibraryinToruń,[13])

Il.7.Fotografiaarchiwalnazokoło1904r. 
prezentującapraceprzybudowieTeatruMiejskiego. 

Wtlewidocznyspichlerzprzyul.FosaStaromiejska24 
przedprzebudowąnakamienicę 

(źródło:KsiążnicaMiejskaim.M.KopernikawToruniu,[13])

The ground floor – both on the side of Franciszkańska
Street andFosaStaromiejskaStreetwasdecoratedwith
a bossage, whereas the upper floorswere coveredwith
smooth plaster. The two central axes were extended in
theformofanatticroomandflankedbydormers.From
thesideofFosaStaromiejskaStreet, thebalconieswere
placed on the 1st,2ndand3rdfloors,coveringthetwocen-
tralaxes.Therewasashopwindowonthegroundfloor.
The final formal arrangement of both façades differed
fromtheoriginaldesignandwastheresultofmodifica-
tionsintroducedbyThoberinJune1906.Inthefaçadeon
thesideofFranciszkańskaStreet,onlythedormers,closed
withtriangulargables,changedtheshape.Thefaçadeon
thesideofFosaStaromiejskaStreetreceivedanewclas-
siciststylization(Fig.9).Onthe5thfloor, theoriginally
designedatticroomanddormerwindowswereabandoned
in favorofa raisedmansard.Flutedpilasterswereused
between the windows, and the entire construction was
toppedwithabalustradewithapseudo-atticandobelisks.
Theexactlayoutoftheroomsoneachfloorispresentedin
Thober’sdesigns(Fig.10).Oneachfloorthereweretwo
independent apartments separated by a central route, in
whichtherewasayardandastaircase.

Fig.8.Toruń,14FranciszkańskaStreet/24FosaStaromiejskaStreet.Designofrebuildingthegranaryintoatenementhousefrom1906 
(owner:RobertThober):a)viewofthenorthern(fromFosaStaromiejska)façade,b)viewofthesouthern(fromFranciszkańska)façade 

(source:StateArchivesinToruń,FilesoftheCityofToruń,sign.G742,k.59)

Il.8.Toruń,ul.Franciszkańska14/FosaStaromiejska24.Projektprzebudowyspichlerzanakamienicęz1906r.(właścicielRobertThober): 
a)widokelewacjipółnocnej(odul.FosaStaromiejska),b)widokelewacjipołudniowej(odul.Franciszkańskiej) 

(źródło:ArchiwumPaństwowewToruniu,AktamiastaTorunia,sygn.G742,k.58–64)

a b
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Changes in thebasement areawereconfirmedbyar-
chitecturalresearch(Fig.4markedinpurple).Firstofall,
itwasonlyduring this reconstruction that thebasement
wasaddedtoeasterncentralpart.Therewasadesigned
corridor in therewith a staircase leading to the ground
floor.Thewayofclosingthebasementroomsintheentire
northernpart(fromthesideofFosaStaromiejskaStreet)
waschanged.Eventually,thebackstonewallofthecellar
wasdemolished,aswellasafragmentofthelongitudinal
earlymodernwall adjoining it.Thus, a new line of the
rear façadeof thenorthern tenementhousewasmarked
out, and it was significantly shifted towards the south.
Becauseof that, in the tenementhousefromthesideof
FosaStaromiejskaStreet,itwaspossibletodesignatetwo
routes,whichwereclosedwithsegmentalvaultsonsteel
beams–inthefrontrouteparalleltothefaçade,intherear
–perpendicularly. Implementationof so calledPrussian
Copewas connectedwith rebuilding the upper sections
oftheexistingperimeterwalls.Additionalmassivewalls
dividing the roomswere introduced in accordancewith
thecourseofthewallsontheabove-groundfloors.Once
again, the arrangement of openings in the façadewalls
wasmodified, and theywere given a shape,which has
preserveduntilnow.

Tenement houses after 1906

InNovember1907,thepropertywasputupforpublic
forcedauction[4].Ayearlateritwasownedbyacompa-
nytradinginbuildingandheatingmaterials–thePichert
Brothers (GebrüderPichert). InDecember the company
appliedforapermittoofmakemassiveexternalstairsto
thebasementfromthesideofFosaStaromiejskaStreet[3,
p.116].InSeptember1910,PaulFuley,onbehalfofthe
Pichert Brother company, applied for another permit to
changetheuseofthepremisesonthegroundfloorfrom
thesideofFranciszkańskaStreet[3,p.121],andtheshop
was turned intoanapartment.From1912, the tenement
housewasownedbyFranzŻurawskiandhiswifeMar-
tanéeGoetz.InDecember1913,thenewownersofthe
apartment, which had been a shop before, replaced the
windowwithadoor, thanks towhichtherewasadirect
entrance from the street [3, p. 125]. In 1915, the tene-
menthousewasputupforpublicauctionagain.In1918,
itwaspurchasedbyJuliusGrosser,whoalsoownedthe
neighbouringbuildingonthewesternsideofthetenement
house in question.Grosserwas awell-known entrepre-
neurfromToruńandhetreatedthepurchaseoftenement
housesasoneofhismany investments.He lived in the
area of Bydgoskie Suburb in a half-timbered villa sur-
roundedbyagarden3.WhenPolishstatehoodcameinto
existence in 1920,Grosser sold his fortune and left for
theReich.During the interwarperiod, thepropertywas
ownedbyWacławRudziński.Atthattime,nosignificant
constructionchangesweremadeapartfromtemporaryre-

3 At15aKrasińskiegoStreetin2007itwasdismantledandtrans-
ported in parts by a private owner toAntoniewnearGolub-Dobrzyń,
whereitwasreconstructed[14].

pairsandrefreshingofthefaçade.Asimilarsituationtook
placeafterWorldWarII.Currently,thetenementhouseis
ownedbyaprivateindividual.

Summary

Architecturalresearchconductedinthebasementsofte-
nementhousesinToruńsituatedinthenorthernpartofthe
OldTownat14FranciszkańskaStreetand24FosaStaro-

Fig.9.Toruń,24FosaStaromiejskaStreet. 
Thedesignofre-stylingthefaçadefrom1906 

(source:StateArchivesinToruń,FilesoftheCityofToruń, 
sign.G742,k.74)

Il.9.Toruń,ul.FosaStaromiejska24.Projektzmianystylizacjifasady
z1906r.(właścicielRobertThober)(źródło:ArchiwumPaństwowe

wToruniu,AktamiastaTorunia,sygn.G742,k.74)
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miejskaStreetmadeitpossibletodetermineseveralstages
ofreconstruction.Thekeyissuewastoestablishthecontent
oftheoldesthistoricsubstancefromthemedievalperiod.
As a result of the research, itwas found that theGothic
fragmentsarelocatedinthesouthernpart(fromthesideof
FranciszkańskaStr.).ItwasonlyinthesecondGothicstage
thatthebasementwasaddedtothepartofthebuildingfrom
thesideofthecitywalls,partlyusingthestonefoundations
laidfortheearlierconstruction.Inthemodernperiod,these

two,previouslyindependent,partswereconnectedbythe
westernoutbuilding.Atthisstageoftheresearch,itisnot
knownwhattheabove-groundbuildingslookedlikeinthe
medievalandearlymodernperiods,althoughitisafactthat
the plots adjacent to thewallwere of utility and storage
character.ThisthesisisconfirmedbythedocumentofSpe-
cialTaxfromtheyears1807–1815,whichshowsthatonthe
plotatFranciszkańskaStreet,therewasatwo-story,brick
granary,andfromthesideofFosaStaromiejskaStreetthere 

Fig.10.Toruń,14FranciszkańskaStreet/24FosaStaromiejskaStreet.Designofrebuildingthegranaryintoatenementhousefrom1906 
(owner:RobertThober):a)planofthebasementfloor(Kellergeschoss),b)planofthegroundfloor(Erdgeschoss). 

Thedesignedwallsaremarkedinred(source:StateArchivesinToruń,FilesoftheCityofToruń,sign.G742,k.60)

Il.10.Toruń,ul.Franciszkańska14/FosaStaromiejska24.Projektprzebudowyspichlerzanakamienicęz1906r.(właścicielRobertThober): 
a)rzutpiwnicy,b)rzutparteru.Koloremczerwonymzaznaczonoprojektowaneściany 
(źródło:ArchiwumPaństwowewToruniu,AktamiastaTorunia,sygn.G742,k.60)

a b
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wasacoachhousewithatimberframestructurewithbrick
filling.Bothbuildingsburneddown.Inthemiddleofthe
19thcentury,alarge,five-storeygranarywasbuiltonthe
walls ofmedieval andmodern cellars.The final change
ofbuildings,reflectedinthereconstructionofthecellars,
tookplace in1906.At that time, after thedemolitionof
thegranary,twooppositetenementhouseswerebuiltwith
acommonstaircaseandaninneryard.

Architecturalresearchisthemosteffectivemethodof
learningabout theconstructionhistoryofabuilding. In

situstudiestogetherwiththesourcematerials–written,
iconographicandcartographic–areaneffectivetoolfor
the reconstruction of individual stages of construction.
Their mutual interaction and complementation can lead 
aresearcheraswellasaloverofhistoricarchitectureto
obtainabetterknowledgeabouttheobjectorat least to
getamoregenuineimageofit.

Translated	by
	Karolina	Pszczółkowska
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Abstract

Buildings at 14 Franciszkańska Street and 24 Fosa Staromiejska Street in Toruń  
in the light of architectural research and source queries

Thearticlepresentstheresultsofarchitecturalresearchcarriedoutatthebasementlevelat14Franciszkańskaand24FosaStaromiejskaStreets
inToruń.Theaforementionedresearchwassupplementedwithsourcestudiesconcerningbothcellarsandabove-groundparts.

TheaimofthearchitecturalresearchwastodeterminestagesofconstructionontheplotsinquestionfromtheMiddleAgestothebeginningofthe
20thcentury.Animportantissuewastoidentifythecontentoftheoldesthistoricsubstancefromthemedievalperiodandthemomentoffunctional
andspatialintegrationoftheoppositeplots.

TheplotislocatedinthenorthernpartoftheOldTownofToruń,withinatriangularblockofbuildings,theoutlineofwhichwasdeterminedby
thecourseofthenorth-easternsectionofthecitywalls.Currently,ontwooppositeplotsthereisatenementhouse,whichreceiveditsfinalshapein
theearly20thcentury.

Duringtheresearch,itwasfoundthattheoldest,Gothicfragmentsarepresentinthesouthernpart(onthesideofFranciszkańskaStreet).Inthe
secondGothicstage,thenorthernpart(fromthesideofFosaStaromiejskaStreet)wasgivenabasementandthestonefoundationsoftheearlier
buildingwereusedtocreateit.Inthemodernperiod,thetwoparts,whichhadbeentwoindependentunitsuntilthen,wereconnectedbyaside
outbuilding.Inthe18thcentury,ontheplotfacingFranciszkańskaStreet,therewasatwo-story,brickgranary.FromthesideofFosaStaromiejska
Street,therewasatimberframecoachhouse.Bothbuildingsburntdownatthebeginningofthe19thcentury.Inthemid-19thcentury,alarge,five-
storeygranarycoveringbothplotswaserected.Thegranarywasfoundedonmedievalandmoderncellars.Theultimatechangeofbuildingstook
placein1906,when,afterthedemolitionofthegranary,twotenementhouseswerebuiltwithacommoncentralroutecontainingastaircaseand
aninnercourtyard.

Architecturalresearchtogetherwiththesourcematerialwasaneffectivetoolforreconstructingindividualstagesofconstructionandexpanding
ourknowledgeabouttheformsofdevelopmentofthewalledpartoftheOldTowninToruń.

Key words: architecturalresearch,Toruń,14FranciszkańskaStreet,24FosaStaromiejskaStreet
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Streszczenie

Budynki przy ul. Franciszkańskiej 14 i Fosa Staromiejska 24 w Toruniu  
w świetle badań architektonicznych i kwerend źródłowych

Wartykulezaprezentowanowynikibadańarchitektonicznychprzeprowadzonychnapoziomiepiwnicprzyul.Franciszkańskiej14iFosaSta-
romiejska24wToruniu,uzupełnioneokwerendyźródłowedotyczącezarównopiwnic,jakiczęścinaziemnych.Celembadańarchitektonicznych
byłoustaleniekolejnychetapówbudowlanychzachodzącychnaomawianychdziałkachodśredniowieczadopoczątkówXXw.Istotnąkwestiąbyło
rozpoznaniezawartościnajstarszejsubstancjizabytkowejpochodzącejzokresuśredniowiecznegoorazmomentuscaleniafunkcjonalno-przestrzen-
negoprzeciwległychdziałek.

BędącatematempracydziałkaznajdujesięwpółnocnejczęściStaregoMiastaTorunia,wobrębietrójkątnegoblokuzabudowy,któregozarys
determinowanybył przezprzebiegpółnocno-wschodniegoodcinkamurówmiejskich.Obecnienadwóchprzeciwległychparcelach znajduje się
kamienica,któraostatecznykształtuzyskałanapoczątkuXXw.

Wtrakciebadaństwierdzono,żenajstarszegotyckiefragmentyznajdująsięwczęścipołudniowej(odstronyul.Franciszkańskiej).Wdrugim
etapiegotyckimpodpiwniczonoczęśćpółnocną(odstronyFosyStaromiejskiej),wykorzystująckamiennefundamentyzałożonedlawcześniejszej
budowli.Wokresienowożytnymtedwie,dotejporyfunkcjonująceniezależnie,częścipołączyłaoficynaboczna.WXVIIIw.nadziałceodstrony
ul.Franciszkańskiejznajdowałsię2-piętrowy,murowanyspichlerz,aodstronyFosyStaromiejskiejwozowniaokonstrukcjiszkieletowej.Obydwa
budynkispłonęłynapoczątkuXIXw.WpołowieXIXw.powstałduży,obejmującyobiedziałki,5-kondygnacyjnyspichlerz,któryzałożonona
średniowiecznychinowożytnychpiwnicach.Ostatecznazmianazabudowynastąpiław1906r.,kiedyporozbiórcespichlerzawybudowanodwie
kamienicezewspólnymtraktemśrodkowymwypełnionymklatkąschodowąiwewnętrznympodwórkiem.

Badaniaarchitektonicznewrazzmateriałemźródłowymstanowiłyskutecznenarzędziedorekonstrukcjiposzczególnychetapówbudowyiposze-
rzeniawiedzynatematformzabudowyprzymurnegofragmentuStaregoMiastawToruniu.

Słowa kluczowe: badaniaarchitektoniczne,Toruń,ul.Franciszkańska14,FosaStaromiejska24


